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August 13th, 2020 

 

I want to first thank you as parents for all your support and trust. As a community we will get through 

this current crisis.  I am proud to be a part of the Salida story. 

 

There will be a series of updates that come to you over the following days, and it is essential that you 

read closely. We have developed many plans that are being daily refined.  The teachers are back, and we 

are excited to see the students. Spring Break is finally over.  

 

Maya Angelou said, "Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do better." 

We are confident in our plans to mitigate the risks we can control, and, when we know better, we will do 

better. That means decisions and procedures will change. Reading these updates is your best way to stay 

informed. You are responsible for the information included. Each of us must be intentional moving 

forward.   

 

Medical Precautions 

First, DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL IF THEY HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS ESPECIALLY A 

FEVER! Please read the symptom worksheet here that you should go through prior to leaving your 

house. As a redundancy to your home efforts we have thermal scanners at all entrances to repeat 

temperature checks. As an additional redundancy, temperatures and symptoms will be checked in the 

initial class of the day. If a symptom is detected, then nurses will confirm the scenario, and send home 

everyone in the family unit. Students from the family unit will not be allowed back to school until medical 

clearance is given and a physician fills out this form. This has a high probability of being disruptive to 

families in the initial weeks. We believe the opening weeks require rigid response to any symptom.  

 

This highlights an important value. Our strategies, protocols and procedures are designed to pursue the 

greatest amount of safety for students and staff. Convenience is not a priority.  We will always choose 

safety over convenience.  In person instruction is a privilege at this time. Help us all protect our 

community privilege by not sending your child to school with symptoms. 

 

If your child has a pre-existing condition, you may want to seek medical clearance before school starts 

to avoid the inconvenience of having your child sent home. A physical doctor's note is required. The 

medical clearance form mentioned above will help to facilitate the paperwork. 

 

Want to know more about precautions?  Click here. 

 

Opening Schedule 

The opening weeks of schools are unique and non-traditional. The first day of in-person instruction is 

Wednesday the 19th. It will be an early release for students. Students at Longfellow will be done at 

https://salidaschoolscovid.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Home-Screening-Checklist.pdf
https://salidaschoolscovid.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Return-to-School-COVID-19.pdf
https://salidaschoolscovid.com/precautions/
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1:30pm. Students at the high schools and middle schools will be done at 1:45pm. The Early Childhood 

Center will provide a full day of instructional services. We understand this may be inconvenient; however, 

we want the afternoon for staff to debrief the day, identify weaknesses in our planning, and immediately 

implement better procedures for the following morning. Early release days will continue for the 19th, 

20th, 24th, 25th, and 26th. Again, we are strategizing that if we know better, then we can do 

better. Plans and reality are two different things, and we are planning for immediate improvements. The 

27th is a fully remote day. 100% of the district, including the Early Childhood Center, will be operating 

without students in the building. The goal for this day is for staff and families to test out our remote 

capacity and find out where we need to improve. This slow start will allow us to safely test and improve 

our system to be fully ready for various responses to community conditions. August 31st will be the first 

full day, currently expected to be in-person. Online school orientations will begin on the 19th. 

 

Transportation 

We have found a way to offer transportation services to our students. We will be operating our buses at 

approximately 30% capacity to allow for social distancing strategies. Our first priority is to our most 

remote students and scheduling inwards. The 'circle' of walkers without transportation services has 

grown for most in-town students to allow for spacing on the buses. Masks are required and temperatures 

are taken at the door. 

 

Want to know more about transportation?  Click here. 

 

Nutrition 

We are able to spread out and rearrange our cafeterias to allow for social distancing. We will continue to 

offer home cooked meals. However, there will be no menu choices, as all food will be served and then 

given to students. There are no self-service options like a separate salad bar. Please be sure to fill out a 

free and reduced lunch form during enrollment to support your child. 

 

Want to know more about nutrition?  Click here. 

 

Your principal will be giving further clarity to how these plans might impact a building experience. The 

district will also be sending out more information. The best place to get updated information is here. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

David Blackburn 

https://salidaschoolscovid.com/transportation/
https://salidaschoolscovid.com/2020/08/04/update-from-the-kitchen/
https://salidaschoolscovid.com/

